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One male student died 
and 11 people were injured 
in a hazardous materials 
situation involving hydro-
gen sulfide Wednesday af-
ternoon at 21 Pearl, a stu-
dent apartment complex in 
West Campus.
While the building was 
initially evacuated, UTPD 
spokesperson Cindy Posey 
said the building was no 
longer off-limits to resi-
dents by evening.
The deceased is a male in 
his 20s who may have died by 
chemical suicide, according 
to Austin Fire Department 
Chief Palmer Buck. 
“He was locked in his 
apartment,” said Francoise 
Luca, spokesperson for the 
complex. “The informa-
tion that we have is that the 
resident had been experi-
menting with chemicals. 
There was an odor, and 
that was what detected us 
to the problem.”
Student apartment com-
plex 21 Pearl, located on 
the corner of 21st and Pearl 
Streets, received a notifica-
tion of a “foul-smelling odor” 
at 2 p.m., according to the 
Lee Properties, which man-
ages 21 Pearl. 
Authorities initially re-
sponded to 21 Pearl for a 
cardiac arrest. Luca said she 
did not know if the deceased 
student attended UT.
“Tragically, the student 
resident died, and one of our 
staff members was taken to 
the hospital for evaluation,” 
a press release from 21 Pearl 
management said. 
The University did not 
confirm whether the de-
ceased student was a UT 
student but said “most of the 
residents of 21 Pearl are UT 
Austin students.”
“Our hearts go out to the 
victim and his family,” the 
statement said. “We are here 
to support our community.”
Of the total 11 injured 
people, six were transported 
to local area hospitals, in-
cluding one staff member of 
21 Pearl. The other five were 
treated at the scene. 
Chinese junior Phan 
Nguyen, who was sleep-
ing when the incident oc-
curred, said her roommate 
woke her up and told her 
to evacuate the building be-
cause a “mysterious smell” 
was emanating from one of 
the units. Nguyen said she 
has “several friends around 
the area” but doesn’t know 
where she is going to stay 
for the night.
“I just grabbed what I 
could and took my cat,” 
Nguyen said. “I was just con-
fused. When you get evacu-
ated, you don’t know what’s 
going on.”
The hydrogen sulfide levels 
are “very low” at the apart-
ment complex, and pets in 
the building should be safe, 
according to Buck. Manage-
ment at 21 Pearl, which is 
managed by Lee Properties, 
did not respond to repeated 
phone calls for comment.
Confusion over evacua-
tion protocol
Students were told to 
evacuate the building 
through Facebook. Opera-
tions and support assistant 
Donna Garza posted in the 
21 Pearl Facebook page, 
“EVERYBODY NEEDS TO 
BE OUT NOW. THERE 
ARE PEOPLE LEISURELY 
WALKING OUT!!”
Residents of the complex 
returned to their apart-
ments at 8:30 p.m. after 
getting a text message, six 
hours after they were evac-
uated at approximately 2:30 
p.m. For students who had 
opted in to the apartment’s 
notification system, resi-
dents received a message 
asking them to evacuate via 
email, text message, and/
or a voice mail, Francoise 
Luca, spokesperson for Lee 
Properties, said. 
“They must opt in to re-
ceive our notifications,” Luca 
said. “They’re not always ac-
cessible by phone or email 
or text or other electronic 
means, and that’s we have 
on-staff personnel.”
According to Facebook 
screenshots provided to 
The Daily Texan, apartment 
complex managers told 
residents via Facebook to 
evacuate the building and 
make sure they are “checked 
out” by the fire department 
if they were feeling unwell.
However, some students 
expressed concern over the 
apartment complex’s han-
dling of the situation. While 
the apartment complex is 
equipped with fire alarms, 
Student-led initiatives 
encouraging walking with 
others at night gained more 
interest last week following a 
homicide on campus.
SURE Walk, a Student 
Government agency, pro-
vides two student volunteers 
to walk students home from 
Monday through Thursday 
between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m. 
Taral Patel, Student Govern-
ment chief of staff, said the 
program typically serves 
10–20 students per night, but 
it experienced an increase 
in requests of at least 400 
percent following the initial 
report of a body found in 
Waller Creek. 
“Demand for SURE Walk 
has been pretty constant 
up until the tragedy that 
happened on campus,” said 
Patel, a government senior. 
“This is also a tough time 
in our campus’s history, but 
[volunteers] answered the call 
to action and we were able to 
meet demand. We made sure 
that everybody who requested 
a SURE Walk got one.”
All UT students can utilize 
this service by either call-
ing 512-232-9255 or by ap-
proaching volunteers wearing 
vests and sitting at the tables 
with SURE Walk banners, 
located in several campus 
buildings. Volunteers are 
usually only available at the 
Perry-Castañeda Library and 
the Student Activity Center, 
but the program began oper-
ating in the Flawn Academic 
Center and Winship Drama 
Building last week.
Patel said SURE Walk is 
also considering expanding 
its hours from 9 p.m. to 3 
a.m. and serving on week-
ends, especially on Sunday 
nights when students are 
studying on campus before 
the school week starts.
A partnership with the UT 
Police Department will allow 
the organization to collabo-
rate on new ideas for the pro-
gram and receive funding for 
more supplies, such as vests 
and flashlights. UTPD is also 
considering paid positions for 
volunteers. Patel said the pro-
gram currently has approxi-
mately 100 volunteers that 
are typically involved in ser-
vice organizations, but about 
150 more are expected to be 
trained within the next week.
Mariana Marinho, psy-
chology and women’s and 
gender studies sophomore, 
Texas Round Table put 
on its sixth annual Pancakes 
for Parkinson’s fundraiser 
Wednesday in honor of UT 
math professor James Vick, 
who has Parkinson’s Disease.
Parkinson’s is a progres-
sive disease of the nervous 
system which causes tremors, 
muscle rigidity and imprecise 
movement. The Michael J. 
Fox Foundation is a research 
organization working to find 
a cure for the disease. All pro-
ceeds from the event were do-
nated to the foundation. 
“The foundation is one of 
the main groups doing re-
search on treating the disease, 
preventing it, understanding 
it,” Vick said. “They have a re-
markable staff of scientists and 
physicians. So we’re pleased to 
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Singing songs of worship 
and lighting candles in the 
form of the word “love,” 
students from Christian 
ministries on campus led 
a prayer vigil asking for 
strength and comfort for 
the UT community.
“You’re my one defense, my 
righteousness. Oh, God, how 
I need you,” several dozens of 
students sang in unison. 
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Student apart-
ment complex 21 
Pearl was evacu-
ated Wednesday 
afternoon in a 
incident involving 
hydrogen sulfide. 
One student 
was found dead 
and 11 students 
were severely 
injured.
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students did not know they 
were supposed to evacu-
ate the complex until 30 or 
more minutes had passed 
after the complex warned 
students to evacuate, global 
studies sophomore Natalie 
Nehls said.
Firefighters went door 
to door, telling people to 
evacuate immediately from 
their apartments. Nehls 
said this was the only other 
way they were officially no-
tified beyond Facebook.
“It was awful,” Nehls said. 
“On the Facebook page, 
people were like, “I have 
been sleeping, and I didn’t 
hear that.’ People were like, 
“I was supposed to evacuate 
30 minutes ago?’” 
However, the complex 
did not activate the fire 
alarms because there was 
no fire that took place, Luca 
said. Luca said the apart-
ment complex followed all 
its “normal procedures,” in-
cluding calling the fire de-
partment, EMS and Austin 
Police Department. 
“There are fire alarms, 
there are sprinklers,” Luca 
said. “This is a very new 
building, and it meets all 
of City of Austin stan-
dards.” Asked about resi-
dent complaints about 
evacuation notifications, 
Luca said students have to 
actively take steps to make 
sure they receive notifica-
tions from the complex. 
“If they do not opt in to 
the communications op-
tions that we offer them, 
their information sourc-
es are limited,” he said. 
“Each individual person 
chooses how they want to 
be communicated to.” 
created “Walk Together 
UT,” another group focused 
on ensuring safety while 
walking home. According 
to the Facebook page for 
the group, Marinho en-
courages girls that attend 
UT to join the closed group 
and find others walking in 
the same direction as them 
by posting on the page.
Some girls in the group 
also offer rides to fellow 
members.
“I think that most wom-
en have felt unsafe or vul-
nerable at one point when 
walking alone, especially 
at night, and now it’s more 
clear that it can happen 
on campus, too,” Marinho 
said. “Since that’s a feeling 
women share, I thought it 
would be good to create 
something to make us feel 
like we’re not alone.”
Advertising junior Caro-
lina Treviño said she joined 
“Walk Together UT” to be 
part of a support system 
with other girls who do not 
feel comfortable traveling 
by themselves at night.
“I think the best thing 
we can do is provide ample 
resources for students to 
get home,” Trevino said. 
“The last thing we want to 
do is let the hype currently 
surrounding these services 
die down over time. We 
need to keep this momen-
tum going so no UT stu-
dent walks alone at night if 
they feel unsafe.”
UTPD will also give 
rides to students on cam-
pus between 8 p.m. and 2 
a.m. Students can use this 
service by contacting the 
department at 512-471-
4441 and hitting 9 to place 
the request.
have the opportunity for stu-
dents to work with them and 
maybe get some information 
[about the illness] back.” 
Lanie Nguyen, advertis-
ing sophomore and an event 
volunteer, said this year Texas 
Round Table, a student out-
reach organization, made a few 
improvements to the event, in-
cluding a pancake-eating con-
test and selling raffle tickets.
Will Cowan, international 
relations and global studies 
senior and a chair of Pan-
cakes for Parkinson’s, said in 
an email that on average, the 
organization typically raises 
$10,000 every year.
Vick said the event is also 
a good way to keep in con-
tact with the foundation’s re-
search efforts.
“In the past, there have been 
some opportunities for those 
on campus to get informa-
tion about the disease Parkin-
son’s and about the Michael J. 
Fox Foundation,” Vick said. 
“I have talked to a number of 
students whose parents have 
been diagnosed with Parkin-
son’s Disease, so it is a way for 
them to stay connected with 
something like the Michael J. 
Fox Foundation.”
Nisha George, speech/lan-
guage pathology senior and 
a chair of Pancakes for Par-
kinson’s, said she’s glad UT is 
invested in this cause.
“Since UT is one of the top 
research universities in the 
world, I think it’s fitting that 
we raise funds for Parkinson’s 
research,” George said. “Since 
most of our attendees are 
students who don’t have Par-
kinson’s themselves, our two 
main initiatives are raising 
funds and raising awareness.”
Vick said he is pleased 
with the event and how it’s 
grown over the years.
“I’m really grateful to the stu-
dents and to the staff who have 
done so much work in put-
ting this together every year,” 
Vick said. “The donations to 
the Michael J. Fox Foundation 
are substantial, and we’re not 
all billionaires, but we can do 
something. And we have a lot 
of students, so that turns into 
significant support.”
Students gathered in front 
of the UT Tower to pray for 
different causes. The vigil is 
one of several gatherings the 
University community has 
had following the death of 
UT theatre and dance fresh-
man Haruka Weiser, but 
prayer vigil organizer Han-
nah Wilmeth said the night of 
prayer was needed for healing 
among the student body.
“These last three weeks have 
been rough as a student body,” 
Wilmeth, a textiles sopho-
more, said. “Our goal is to 
unite everyone in love.”
One woman walked up 
to the front of the steps of 
the Tower and asked to heal 
the suffering of the campus 
after a hydrogen sulfide gas 
leak in the apartment build-
ing 21 Pearl caused the death 
of a West Campus student 
yesterday afternoon.
President Gregory Fenves 
said in an email to the 
University that many stu-
dents had asked for ways to 
honor Weiser. 
“As I spoke with many of you 
over the weekend, you asked 
how you can pay tribute to Ha-
ruka,” Fenves said. “The Weiser 
family has requested that all 
gifts be directed to the Haruka 
Weiser Memorial Fund.” 
Fenves said the Weiser 
family will determine how 
they will use the gifts to hon-
or their daughter. Students 
wanting to send messages to 
the family could write to the 
family at the email address 
honoringharuka@gmail.com.
Christopher Shafik, 
sophomore economics stu-
dent, said prayer has helped 
him find comfort during 
the difficult days. 
“I feel the University and 
the community of Austin 
has this heavy weight on us,” 
Shafik said. “There’s this fear 
factor. But when I pray, I feel 
like there’s this slow com-
munication going on where 
I am getting answers from 
God. Prayer allows me to be 
closer to the answer. Prayer 
comforts me.” 
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Students gathered in front 
of the UT Tower to pray for 
different causes. The vigil is 
one of several gatherings the 
University community has 
had following the death of 
UT theatre and dance fresh-
man Haruka Weiser, but 
prayer vigil organizer Han-
nah Wilmeth said the night of 
prayer was needed for healing 
among the student body.
“These last three weeks have 
been rough as a student body,” 
Wilmeth, a textiles sopho-
more, said. “Our goal is to 
unite everyone in love.”
One woman walked up 
to the front of the steps of 
the Tower and asked to heal 
the suffering of the campus 
after a hydrogen sulfide gas 
leak in the apartment build-
ing 21 Pearl caused the death 
of a West Campus student 
yesterday afternoon.
President Gregory Fenves 
said in an email to the 
University that many stu-
dents had asked for ways to 
honor Weiser. 
“As I spoke with many of you 
over the weekend, you asked 
how you can pay tribute to Ha-
ruka,” Fenves said. “The Weiser 
family has requested that all 
gifts be directed to the Haruka 
Weiser Memorial Fund.” 
Fenves said the Weiser 
family will determine how 
they will use the gifts to hon-
or their daughter. Students 
wanting to send messages to 
the family could write to the 
family at the email address 
honoringharuka@gmail.com.
Christopher Shafik, 
sophomore economics stu-
dent, said prayer has helped 
him find comfort during 
the difficult days. 
“I feel the University and 
the community of Austin 
has this heavy weight on us,” 
Shafik said. “There’s this fear 
factor. But when I pray, I feel 
like there’s this slow com-
munication going on where 
I am getting answers from 
God. Prayer allows me to be 
closer to the answer. Prayer 
comforts me.” 
Over two hundred mil-
lion miles away from Earth, 
there is a planet shaped sole-
ly by wind. 
Geosciences postdoctoral 
student Mackenzie Day recent-
ly discovered that the mounds 
on Mars’s surface have been 
shaped by the force of wind. 
“There has been a lot of 
debate in the past few years 
about how these mounds 
form — whether it is deposi-
tional or erosional or if they 
form from wind or water,” 
Day said. 
To answer this question, 
Day placed small model 
craters inside a wind tun-
nel and allowed all material 
to erode away. The result 
was a mound shape that 
exactly mirrors those seen 
on Mars today. Day worked 
with geosciences professor 
Gary Kocurek and other 
researchers to then con-
struct a computer model 
that simulated wind’s ef-
fects on craters and sup-
ported their findings.
“You get a moat, and it cuts 
deeper and deeper until you 
get your mound shape, which 
then erodes away towards the 
center and is eventually com-
pletely gone,” Day said.  
Kocurek said that wind, 
which has been acting on 
Mars for billions of years, 
has significantly changed 
the landscape. 
“If you are an aeolian sedi-
mentologist, Mars is kind 
of like the ultimate national 
laboratory,” Kocurek said. 
“You can really see what 
would happen if you had no 
plate tectonics, no flowing 
water and plenty of time, 
what wind could do.”
Both Kocurek and Day 
emphasized the differences 
between the landscapes on 
Earth and Mars, noting 
that people on Earth are 
more familiar with faster-
acting forces of nature.   
“We would notice [the 
effect of wind] more if we 
went to Mars because the 
landscape would have a 
whole different look to it,” 
Kocurek said. “If you walk 
outside now, what do you 
see? You see Waller Creek, 
you see hills eroded by flow-
ing water, you see gullies, 
but you wouldn’t see any of 
that on Mars.”
The team is only able to 
observe Mars through satel-
lites and the Curiosity Rover, 
which is stationed at the cra-
ter they are studying. 
Modeling the formation 
of Martian mounds has 
given the researchers more 
information about how 
the planet as a whole has 
changed over time. Day said 
that knowing these mounds 
started with lots of depos-
ited material allows for a 
better understanding of cli-
mate change on Mars. 
“[A lot of people have sug-
gested] the environment in 
which the original material 
was deposited was a wetter, 
an earlier Mars,” Day said. 
“So that puts your early, wet, 
fluvial Mars before the dry, 
erosional environment that 
you have today.”
Day and Kocurek both 
have the goal of learning 
more about places domi-
nated by wind — and specifi-
cally how these places differ 
from Earth.
“Moving forward, one of 
the things we will do is start 
comparing the two planets 
and see what conditions on 
one might affect what we see 
at a landscape scale,” Day said.
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INNOVATION
UT researchers have cre-
ated a drug that can fight 
inhalational anthrax — the 
most deadly form of anthrax.
Anthrax is a disease 
caused by a bacterium 
that releases lethal toxins, 
according to the CDC. 
The U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration approved 
the UT researcher’s new 
treatment for inhalational 
anthrax on March 21.
It will be further devel-
oped under the name of An-
thim by New Jersey-based 
pharmaceutical company 
Elusys Therapeutics. Pa-
tients can use the drug in 
conjunction with proper an-
tibiotics for the treatment of 
inhalational anthrax.  
In fact, the U.S. govern-
ment has already signed 
a contract with Elusys 
to stockpile Anthim as a 
treatment precaution for 
future outbreaks in the 
government’s Strategic 
National Stockpile.  
Iverson said that anthrax 
is dangerous because it can 
last in harsh environments 
for years in the form of 
spores, or bacterial “seeds.”
“This is important be-
cause things like smallpox 
or ebola don’t survive out-
side of animals, so they 
don’t contaminate an area,” 
Iverson said. “You can pass 
them on from person to 
person or animal to animal, 
but with anthrax, the spores 
will last for decades in the 
outside environment,” 
After an animal con-
sumes these spores, they 
germinate into live bacte-
ria and release toxins in 
the body. These toxins, 
not the actual bacterium, 
are lethal, according to 
Iverson and Maynard.
Researchers engineered 
the drug without ever hav-
ing live anthrax on campus, 
according to Iverson. Elu-
sys Therapeutics then con-
ducted clinical trials in ani-
mals, including primates. 
They also did safety trials 
in healthy humans to show 
that the engineered drug it-
self was not harmful.
“This is a wonderful ex-
ample of what academic 
science of high practical 
and national significance 
can do,” Iverson said. “It 
was a great partnership 
between academia and the 
commercial sector, where 
everyone got to do what 
they do best.” 
 Iverson said he is glad 
Anthim is available for any-
one who may need to take 
it but hopes that there will 
not be any anthrax out-
breaks in the future.
“In our research, we 
want to develop things that 
are going to make people’s 
lives better, so this has re-
ally taught us about how to 
go forward with the pro-
cess of creating a drug,” 
Maynard said. 
By Zia Lyle
@Zie_Lyle
By Areeba Khwaja
@thedailytexan
Illustration by Albert Lee | Daily Texan Staff
Researchers create drug that can 
fight deadly inhalational anthrax
ASTRONOMY
Student discovers wind 
shapes surface of Mars
The shocking and sorrowful death of 
freshman Haruka Weiser has been difficult 
to comprehend and will no doubt have last-
ing effects upon our campus community. I 
was particularly moved by the message the 
Weiser family sent to the campus commu-
nity on Friday asking us to honor her mem-
ory through kindness and love, not violence. 
In that spirit I write to share a story about 
another UT student whose example might 
be one we should adopt as a way to honor 
Haruka and, perhaps, to do what we can to 
make sure that such a tragedy never happens 
on our campus again.  
In the fall semester of 1995, I’d been asked 
by Charlie Craven, one of my faculty col-
leagues in the department of kinesiology and 
health education, if I could cover a class he 
taught in the evening, as he had to be out of 
town. I was happy to help, especially when 
I learned that all I’d have to do was moni-
tor an exam. When I entered the classroom 
in Bellmont Hall, I wasn’t surprised to see a 
large number of students wearing burnt or-
ange training clothes, as it was a course about 
coaching theories — one that would appeal 
to athletes. As I surveyed the room, I noted 
several young men from the football team 
congregated in the back of the class and saw 
that one of the group was larger than the rest, 
standing at about 6-feet-4-inches. After rear-
ranging the seating and passing out the test, I 
wandered around the room until the papers 
began to be turned in. The large man I as-
sumed to be a football player turned in his pa-
per about halfway through the class. Howev-
er, rather than heading out the door and into 
the evening as his classmates did, he went to 
the back of the room, sat down and waited. 
He didn’t read, cell phones weren’t around in 
those days, and at first I paid him little mind 
as I figured he was just waiting for some of the 
other players. But as students finished one by 
one and left, he never moved from his desk. 
He just sat there, unsmiling, and as the class-
room emptied, I began to find it strange.  
Finally, the last student rose from her seat 
with test in hand. She was short, not particu-
larly athletic-looking, and I remember think-
ing she seemed like an unlikely girlfriend for 
the waiting classmate. As she came forward 
to turn in her exam, the young man unfolded 
himself from the small desk and approached 
me as I was gathering up my belongings. 
“Professor Todd,” he said without preamble, 
“Where are you parked?” Taken aback, I re-
member answering, “Why do you need to 
know that?” He looked down then and re-
plied, “I’m sorry, I didn’t say that right. I’ve 
been waiting so I can walk my friend  back to 
Jester Dorm. It’s not safe for women to walk 
by themselves on campus at night. I should 
walk you to your car, too.” (I later learned his 
friend worked as a student athletic trainer.) 
Stunned and shamed by his concern for my 
safety, especially since I’d never spoken to him 
before, I realized that he might have known 
who I was, as I’d taught at UT for almost 10 
years by then, and he could have seen me with 
my husband Terry in the varsity weight room 
where we often trained. But because I was 
neither young, nor small, nor physically frail 
in 1995, I protested, telling him that I walked 
around campus all the time in the evenings 
and was never afraid. Even so, he stood his 
ground and answered quietly, “Ms. Todd, I’d 
worry if I didn’t see you to your car.”  
And so, deeply embarrassed again, I said, 
“Yes, that would be nice,” and then asked his 
name. The young woman standing next to 
him looked surprised that I hadn’t recognized 
him, and said, “This is Tony Brackens. He’s an 
All-American.”  
As the three of us walked up the 21st Street 
hill from Bellmont Hall to Jester, where my 
car was parked outside Gregory Gym, we 
passed along the side of the Alumni Center 
and crossed the same Waller Creek where 
Haruka’s body was found. I remember asking 
Tony on that walk why he had waited for us. 
He didn’t know me, I told him, and he’d lost at 
least 30 minutes waiting for his friend to fin-
ish her test. He hesitated for just a minute be-
fore saying that he’d been raised to believe we 
“all had a responsibility to look out for each 
other.” And then he added that he had done 
it because he hoped someone would do the 
same for his mother and other female fam-
ily members if they had to walk somewhere 
alone at night.  
The walk to my car that evening wasn’t 
long, but my memories of Tony’s gallantry 
and basic decency are still sharp. I’ve been 
thinking about him a lot this week, remem-
bering neither the All-Pro player he became 
for the Jacksonville Jaguars, nor the success-
ful East Texas rancher he is now, but, rather, 
the fine, young man who worried whether a 
stranger and a friend would be safe on a dark 
night. I don’t know if we can get our campus 
family to view the need to help others be safe 
as a kind of “paying it forward” as Tony did — 
but we should try.  
As a woman faculty member who’s now 
taught more than 30 years at this great Uni-
versity, I’ve never felt unsafe on the UT cam-
pus. Although Tony thought only of my well-
being that night, the legacy of his kindness 
is that nearly every time I leave my office or 
classroom in the evening, I remember his in-
sisting that he walk me to my car, and that 
memory reminds me to be careful. In these 
unsettled times, my hope is that other young 
men and women will follow his example and 
ask each other as night classes break up and 
rehearsals are over, “Hey, does everyone have 
someone to walk with?” Maybe we can start 
the healing by thinking about the people who 
share the campus with us as family and by re-
membering to “look out for each other” as a 
way of paying it forward, just as Tony did.
Todd is a kinesiology and health education 
professor at the University of Texas at Austin.
I’d be lying if I were to tell you that what 
happened last week was what I anticipated 
my first week in office looking like.
We took office at noon on Tuesday, and I 
received a message around 1 p.m. inform-
ing me of the tragedy that had happened on 
the 40 Acres. Between responding to media 
requests and attending last-minute meetings 
in preparation for the community gathering, 
the next few days were difficult to navigate.
As things begin to settle down around 
campus, the question that has consumed our 
thoughts since news of the tragedy first broke 
travels closer and closer to the forefronts of 
our minds: “What are we going to do about 
campus safety?”
Last week, Student Government commit-
ted a great deal of time and energy to expand-
ing safety measures on campus. We trained 
over 100 students from various organizations 
to prepare them for service as SURE Walk 
volunteers, and we expanded locations to 
cover the FAC and the Winship building. We 
also expanded SURE Walk’s hours of opera-
tion immediately following the incident.
This morning, Taral Patel, outgoing Stu-
dent Government Chief of Staff, and Kris-
han Sachdev, director of SURE Walk, met 
with UTPD to discuss a potential collabora-
tion between Student Government and the 
campus police department. Their discussion 
included revamping SURE Walk practices 
and protocols, offering SURE Walk services 
on weekends, and supplementing SURE 
Walk services with an application for smart 
phones. Lastly, leaders from both the Senate 
of College Councils and Student Govern-
ment have continued conversations with ad-
ministrations regarding lighting on campus, 
especially along the length of Waller Creek 
and behind the Alumni Center.
In researching safety measures at other 
institutions across the country, I’ve stum-
bled upon a good number of campuses that 
have partnered with ride-hailing companies 
to ensure safe travels home during late eve-
nings and early mornings. For example, the 
University of Southern California has part-
nered with Uber to make it such that all USC 
students and staff members are granted free 
rides between the hours of 7 p.m. and 2 a.m.
As is the case with all partnerships be-
tween corporations and universities, there 
are quite a few details that must be ironed 
out before moving forward. That being said, 
the prospect of establishing working rela-
tionships with ride-hailing companies is still 
uncertain; however, we are committed to ex-
ploring all possible options. 
Beyond the creation of new resources, Stu-
dent Government plans to commit tremen-
dous amounts of time and energy to raising 
awareness. As soon as our executive board is 
finalized — which will happen next Tuesday, 
April 19 — the first order of business for the 
communications director and his or her staff 
will be a wide-scale social media campaign to 
encourage the utilization of resources such as 
SURE Walk, police help boxes and counsel-
ing services in the CMHC.
We want your feedback — honestly. The 
Senate of College Councils and Student Gov-
ernment are teaming up to hold a Campus 
Conversation on campus safety next Wednes-
day, April 20, at 6 p.m. in FAC 21. This is your 
opportunity to express concerns, throw out 
ideas and participate in what I hope will be 
a productive dialogue about how to enhance 
safety measures across the 40 Acres. Students 
deserve to be safe, and we are wholeheartedly 
committed to ensuring that this is the case.
I find an immense amount of comfort in 
knowing that we, as a student body, in light 
of last week’s tragedy, were able to come to-
gether to take care of ourselves and to take 
care of each other. Please remember to keep 
doing that. Our community will continue to 
stand together.
Helgren is a neuroscience, psychology and 
Liberal Arts Honors senior from Austin. He is 
the student body president.
Our campus was rocked with the news 
of the senseless and tragic killing of Ha-
ruka Weiser, a theatre and dance freshman 
from Oregon, on April 3. Little informa-
tion was forthcoming soon after the trag-
edy as law enforcement began a sweeping 
investigation and family notification was 
pending. But while information may have 
been slow, University and police officials 
handled the crime diplomatically, with 
sensitivity and speed. 
The University administration, APD and 
UTPD deserve praise for how they handled 
this difficult situation — balancing the 
need for timely information to the public 
and the need for privacy and respect to 
the victim’s family. While there were some 
grumblings on social media about a lack of 
information, it is clear that UTPD and APD 
had significant leads that they were ready 
to pursue.
President Fenves also deserves praise 
for quickly requesting increased patrols on 
campus in the nights following the killing 
— which law enforcement quickly provid-
ed. And law enforcement put much of the 
campus unrest to ease by arresting a sus-
pect, Meechaiel Criner. There was clearly 
strong communication between our ad-
ministration and law enforcement — and 
the result was a safer campus and the arrest 
of a suspect.
Our contributors this week are Student 
Body President Kevin Helgren, who will 
discuss SG’s role in keeping students safe, 
and innovative ideas beyond SURE Walk 
to get students home safely that were in-
spired by experiences on other campuses. 
Jan Todd, a Professor in the Stark Center, 
writes about her experience in 1995 being 
walked home by a concerned student ath-
lete and how that shaped her views on cam-
pus safety. 
Over the next few weeks, months and 
years, the University will continue to re-
member Haruka. And there will also be 
a strong debate on the safety of our cam-
pus and our responsibility to each other as 
members of this community. This week, 
our forum showcases different perspectives 
on campus safety and how we should en-
sure that our friends, colleagues and com-
munity members remain safe.
Fountain is a government senior from Pel-
ham, New York.
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FORUM
UT, APD response to tragedy deserves praise
Marshall Tidrick | Daily Texan Staff
On April 5, the body of theatre and dance freshman Haruka Weiser was found in Waller Creek. 
Police have  arrested and charged Meechaiel Criner with murder in connection with her death.
By Walker Fountain
Daily Texan Forum Editor 
@wf_atx
The University administration, APD 
and UTPD deserve praise for ... 
balancing the need for timely infor-
mation and the need for privacy and 
respect to the victim’s family.
By Jan Todd
Daily Texan Forum Contributor
FORUM
Safety, Tony Bracken and the 
memory of Haruka Weiser
The walk to my car that evening 
wasn’t long, but my memories of 
Tony’s gallantry and basic decency 
are still sharp.
Marshall Tidrick | Daily Texan Staff
The UT-Austin Tower was in the darkened configuration the night of April 7 to honor theatre 
and dance freshman Haruka Weiser, the victim of an on-compus homicide.
FORUM
Confront safety concerns 
as a campus community
By Kevin Helgren
Daily Texan Forum Contributor
In order to liven up en-
counters, bosses are tweaked 
to feature two phases so 
that the player must adapt 
to new patterns mid-fight. 
While the concept is fleshed 
out rather well, the games 
bosses were easy. Low health 
and forgiving mechanics 
means most of the games 
brilliantly designed boss 
fights go to waste, as they are 
quickly defeated.
“Dark Souls 3” is still dif-
ficult, though. The game fol-
lows the series’s tradition 
of brutally difficult combat 
even though the game gen-
erally feels easier than the 
previous two. While this 
might not be such a prob-
lem for casual or incoming 
players, veterans might be 
disappointed by the lack of 
a challenge.
As such, the final instal-
lation is likely to be consid-
ered the easiest one. Enemies 
seem to have little health and 
aggressive play styles can 
easily mow down hostiles 
before they get a chance to 
retaliate. However, that just 
may be the way it feels to vet-
erans who have mastered the 
series’s methodology.
“Dark Souls 3” strongly 
hearkens back to previous 
titles, which comes off as a bit 
over-familiar. But the game 
refines the formula, creating 
a near-perfect blend of the 
many elements that has led 
to the series’s success while 
creating something that still 
feels distinct.
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Diplomat - 1911 San Gabriel
Red Oak - 2104 San Gabriel
Envoy - 2108 San Gabriel
Barranca Square - 910 W. 26th
Rio Grande Square - 2800 Rio 
Grande
Montage - 2812 Rio Grande
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
370 Unf. Apts.
burntx.com
twitter: @burnt_x
fb: /burntx 
snapchat: burnt_x
NOW LEASING HYDE PARK! 
Studios starting at $875 and 
1-1’s starting at $950. 
Now pre-leasing for summer/
fall move-ins. Located at: 
Melroy - 3408 Speedway
Le Marquee - 302 W. 38th St
Monticello - 306 W. 38th St
Call us direct at (512) 499-8013 
or visit us at 
www.wsgaustin.com 
512-499-8013 
766 Recruitment
SUMMER ADVENTURE STAFF 
NEEDED 
Raft, Pack, Hike, Camp, Etc..
512-417-6127
myepicadventures.com
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acter, and while he’s certainly 
capable of a selfish streak, he 
is, in many ways, the film’s 
closest thing to a moral center. 
Murray’s gentle performance 
nicely plays off Sethi’s Mow-
gli, and Favreau gives them a 
chance to do their own take 
on “Bare Necessities.” Theirs 
is less refined than the jazzy 
original, but it makes sense 
that a bear and a kid who has 
never heard singing before 
won’t hit the right notes 100 
percent of the time.
The rest of the voice 
actors are similarly striking. 
Kingsley is regal and reserved 
as Bagheera, allowing the pan-
ther’s climactic moment of 
tenderness to shine brightly 
in the film’s darkest sequence 
of violence. Lupita Nyong’o 
is stellar as Mowgli’s wolf 
mother, Raksha, and Elba is 
fearsome and menacing as 
Shere Khan. 
Even the strange casting of 
Christopher Walken as King 
Louie pays off. Walken’s Louie 
is more Gigantopithecus, a 
now-extinct species of giant 
apes, than orangutan in this 
go around. When Louie de-
mands that Mowgli give him 
the secret to fire, Walken’s 
performance comes across 
demented and unhinged. The 
scene is marred, though, by 
a sudden misjudged use of “I 
Wanna Be Like You,” which 
ruins the eerie, unsettling 
nature of their dialogue ex-
change. Still, the filmmakers 
deserve to be commended for 
working a cowbell joke into 
Louie’s introduction.
As mentioned earlier, “The 
Jungle Book” isn’t a straight re-
make, bringing elements from 
Rudyard Kipling’s stories into 
the fold, such as the wolves’ in-
spiring code of law, and alter-
ing the central theme. Mowgli 
actually finds a village fairly 
early in the story, and the 
rest of the picture hinges on 
whether he decides to join 
his own species. Whereas the 
original concluded that Mow-
gli’s manhood defined his 
fate, Favreau and writer Justin 
Marks contend that Mow-
gli becomes a man by defining 
his destiny. The new “Jungle 
Book” offers wisdom, charm 
and rousing fun for children 
and adults alike, and unex-
pectedly leaves its wonderful 
characters in a better place 
that fans of the animated clas-
sic never knew they needed 
to see. 
JUNGLE
continues from page 8
DARK SOULS
continues from page 8
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“Dark Souls 
3” is the most 
polished game 
in the “Souls” 
series, but it is 
less challenging 
then the previous 
iterations.
Senior center Imani 
Boyette’s first basket-
ball memory came long 
before she picked up a 
basketball herself.
It was of her mother Pam 
McGee, a two-time NCAA 
champion and Olympic 
gold medalist.
“My first memory would 
be probably around two or 
three, and she played for 
the Sparks with Lisa Leslie,” 
Boyette said. “So that was 
my great memory, watch-
ing my mom, [me] being 
tugged around to practice 
and all of that stuff.”
Nearly two decades later, 
the 6-foot-7-inches Los An-
geles native is in a position 
to make a WNBA memory 
of her own at the 2016 
WNBA Draft on Thursday, 
April 13 at 7 p.m. After av-
eraging 13.3 points and 9.0 
rebounds per game and be-
ing named the Big 12 Con-
ference Female Sportsper-
son of the Year, Boyette has 
gained WNBA coaches’ at-
tention.
One coach who has his 
eye on Boyette is Dallas 
Wings head coach Fred 
Williams. Despite saying he 
“wants to eat his beans, so 
I don’t want to spill them,” 
Williams admitted to con-
sidering Boyette as the 
team’s targeted pick.
“I can say that she’s really, 
really high on our list to 
look at in that selection of 
three players that could be 
there for us,” Williams said. 
“And I can really tell you that 
she’s a post player that we’re 
strongly considering.”
The Wings aren’t the only 
team looking for big players 
up front. Seattle Storm head 
coach Jenny Boucek said 
there’s a need for players 
with Boyette’s size through-
out the league.
“If you want to compete 
for championships in our 
league, you’ve got to be 
able to deal with [Brittney] 
Griner and Tina Charles 
and some of these great 
post players, preferably 
without a double-team,” 
Boucek said. “So I think she 
brings value.”
Boyette was one of 12 
players selected to attend 
the 2016 WNBA Draft in 
Uncasville, Connecticut, 
and is predicted by Drafts-
ite.com’s mock draft as the 
10th overall pick by the 
Chicago Sky.
But even with a moth-
er with extensive WNBA 
experience and a NBA 
brother in Javale McGee, 
Boyette said there’s no way 
to be prepared for what’s 
to come. Having to bal-
ance graduation, finals and 
preparation for the WNBA 
hasn’t helped either.
“I’m very much in school, 
and the WNBA is going 
to start while I’m still in 
school, so I don’t have very 
much time to be distract-
ed,” Boyette said. “Because 
I’ve kind of got to get my 
schoolwork in order and 
figure out graduation plans 
and finals and all that stuff.”
Her mom advised her 
to be confident in what 
she does well, but her big 
brother offered other words 
of wisdom. 
“[He was] like, ‘Sit back 
and enjoy it,’” Boyette 
said. “This is going to go 
so fast, so just, like, take 
everything in.”
In any offense, the players 
who receive the most recog-
nition are the ones who make 
the diving catches, throw 
the perfect spirals or rush 
for touchdowns.
But in new offensive coor-
dinator Sterlin Gilbert’s fast-
paced offense, it’s the offensive 
linemen that are the heroes.
“Those guys have been 
great,” Gilbert said. “What we 
do up front, we’ve got a physi-
cality to us. Those guys set the 
tone for us tempo-wise and 
physicality-wise, and they’ve 
done a great job.”
Sophomore offensive line-
men Connor Williams and 
Patrick Vahe were both se-
lected to the Freshman All-
American team following the 
2015 season. But even after 
receiving such recognition af-
ter their first season in burnt 
orange, they aren’t satisfied 
with the results.
They just want to win. 
“Everybody wants this to 
work,” Vahe said. “We just 
want to go forward. We just 
want to progress and progress 
and progress.”
The ultimate compliment 
for any offensive lineman is to 
never hear his name called by 
a referee. The anonymity en-
sures he is doing his part for 
the offense to succeed.
In order to assist the new 
up-tempo offense, the offen-
sive line has made numerous 
adjustments to match the 
quickness and intensity of 
Gilbert’s attack.
“We look a lot better and 
a lot faster,” Williams said. 
“We are really moving the ball 
against a good defense.”
Under the conditioning of 
Gilbert and new offensive line 
coach Matt Mattox, the pieces 
to the offensive line’s puzzle 
are slowly coming together 
to form a solid foundation 
up front.
“The camaraderie of the 
team is coming together,” 
Williams said. “We’re really 
excited for what we are going 
to do this season.” 
The bond formed between 
the Longhorn offensive line-
men is unlike any other, and 
they believe they have what it 
takes to be something special.
“We are all a brotherhood,” 
Vahe said. “That’s the main 
thing. We all take care of each 
other position wise and when 
whenever one messes up, 
we’re all there to make sure he 
doesn’t mess up again.”
With a season of collegiate 
football under their belt, Wil-
liams and Vahe are considered 
the veterans on a very young 
offensive line. They know the 
key to success in this offense 
is sticking together.
“Just being able to come 
in and be prepared for what-
ever comes their way,” Vahe 
said. “Whenever you play this 
game you got to be physical, 
have a strong mentality, and 
also you have to make sure 
you play as a family, not [just] 
as a team.”
Augie Garrido stressed 
optimism on Wednes-
day as he addressed the 
media before team prac-
tice. The Longhorns had 
returned to Austin after 
midnight the night before, 
unloading off the bus af-
ter falling to Houston 3-2 
in Sugar Land. Despite 
dropping two or more 
consecutive games for 
the fifth time this season, 
the Longhorns’ leader has 
remained upbeat.
“We’re in third place 
right now in the confer-
ence,” Garrido said. “If we 
beat those teams out ahead 
of us, we’ll really put our-
selves in position to win 
the conference outright or 
enter the tournament with 
a higher seed.”
Yes, the Longhorns oc-
cupy a space near the top 
of the Big 12. But the rank-
ing is a mirage, driven by 
small sample size. Nearly 
every other metric be-
sides conference rank 
places Texas near the Big 
12’s cellar. 
Offensively, the Long-
horns rank seventh of nine 
teams in batting average, 
RBIs and runs. And in the 
field, Texas leads the con-
ference with 44 errors to go 
along with the third-worst 
fielding percentage. 
“We didn’t catch the ball 
as well as we could have,” 
associate head coach Skip 
Johnson said. “Our pitch-
ers need to know they’re 
good enough to get four 
outs. That guy behind you 
may make a great play for 
you, or he may kick a ball 
for you.”
But since adjusting their 
infield in late March, the 
Longhorns have been sig-
nificantly better behind 
the mound. Freshman 
shortstop Kody Clemens 
has provided stability up 
the middle, going eleven 
consecutive games without 
an error midway through 
the year.
With the defense solidi-
fied, Texas seemed primed 
to claw its way back to the 
.500 mark. But as one is-
sue was solved, another 
emerged. The Longhorns 
offense has proved punch-
less of late, and aside from 
a 12-run outburst on April 
9, Texas has averaged 
under three runs per game 
in its last eight contests. 
There have been signs 
of life in the Texas at-
tack, whether it be Zane 
Gurwitz’s six RBI bar-
rage against Kansas State 
or Patrick Mathis’ team-
leading five homers. But 
the sparks have failed to 
create a consistent offen-
sive attack. First baseman 
Kacy Clemens commented 
on the Longhorns’ need to 
have multiple players get 
hot at one time. 
“It would be nice if all 
of us could go off in one 
night,” Clemens said. 
“Hopefully we’ll start 
stringing hits together this 
weekend and put some 
runs on the board.”
Texas now sits at 14–19 
with 19 games left in its 
regular-season slate. Gar-
rido’s squad currently 
holds its worst all-time 
record through 33 games, 
far from what many pre-
dicted before the season 
began nearly two months 
ago. The clock is ticking 
for the Longhorns. And if 
they want to play mean-
ingful postseason baseball, 
their bats must come alive 
sooner rather than later. 
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SIDELINEWOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Boyette eyes WNBA after career in Austin
By Jasmine C. Johnson
@AllThatJasss
MLB
BASEBALL | COLUMN FOOTBALL
Longhorns’ bats must come alive 
as season’s second half approaches
Offensive line prepares for 
Gilbert’s up-tempo offense
By Mark Skol Jr.
@markskoljr
Rachel Zein | Daily Texan file photo
Senior quarterback Tyrone Swoopes recieves a snap. Swoopes 
and the Texas offense plan to run an up-tempo scheme in 2016.
Gabriel Lopez | Daily Texan Staff
Freshman shortstop Kody Clemens attempts to make contact with the ball. Clemens has 
driven in 18 runs on the year for the Longhorns. Texas currently sits at 14–19, 5–4 Big 12.
TODAY IN  
HISTORY
1996
Nick Faldo wins 
the 60th Masters 
Tournament with 
a four-round 
score of 276. 
Faldo went into 
Sunday trailing 
Greg Norman by 
six shots, who 
shot five-over par 
in the final round. 
“This is actually so 
sad reading all the 
#MambaDay tweets”
Chiaka Ogbogu
@cchiakaa11
TOP TWEET
Hossler Named 
Ben Hogan Award   
semifinalst
Junior Beau Hossler 
was named a semifinalist 
for the 2016 Ben Hogan 
Award on Wednesday. 
The semifinalists were 
announced at Colonial 
Country Club in Fort 
Worth by the Golf Coaches 
Association of America.
Hossler, the No. 
1-ranked player in the 
country, is one of 10 semifi-
nalists for this year’s award. 
The Ben Hogan 
Award recognizes the 
top men’s player across 
college golf — including 
NCAA Division I, II and 
III, NAIA and NJCA — 
for his accomplishments 
over the past 12 months.
Hossler boasts an 
NCAA Division 1-best 
five victories this sea-
son, with victories at 
the Nike Golf Collegiate 
Invitational, Arizona 
Intercollegiate, John A. 
Burns Intercollegiate, 
Lamkin San Diego Clas-
sic and the Augusta In-
vitational. The junior 
also won the Jones Cup 
Invitational, an ama-
teur event, in Febru-
ary. He has yet to finish 
outside the top-10 in a 
tournament this season.
Hossler boasts a 69.42 
scoring average this year 
and has shot even or under 
par in 19 of 24 rounds. He 
is now second on Texas’ 
all-time single-season 
wins list, trailing only Ben 
Crenshaw’s seven victories 
in 1972.
The three finalists for the 
award will be announced 
May 3, and the winner will 
be announced on May 23.
—Trenton Daschner
SPORTS 
BRIEFLY
By Michael Shapiro
Daily Texan Columnist 
@mshap2
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NATIONALS
PIRATES
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Gabriel Lopez
Daily Texan Staff
Senior center 
Imani Boyette 
shoots the ball 
over a Kansas 
State defender. 
Boyette is 
projected to 
be selected in 
the first round 
of Thursday’s 
WNBA draft.
“My first memory would 
be probably around 
two or three, and she 
played for the Sparks 
with Lisa Leslie. So that 
was my great memory, 
watching my mom, [me] 
being tugged around to 
practice and all of that 
stuff.”
—Imani Boyette, 
Senior center
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It’s time to confess — keep-
ing secrets is bad for stu-
dents’ mental health and 
immune systems, accord-
ing to psychology professor 
Jamie Pennebaker. 
Pennebaker researches ex-
pressive writing as a way of 
venting feelings, such as shame 
or trauma. Research partici-
pants worked through these 
personal emotions by writ-
ing about anything that was 
bothering them. This writing 
puts harmful experiences or 
emotions into words and helps 
the writer stop focusing on 
negative memories.
“If there’s something that’s 
on your mind, just set aside 
at least 15 minutes and just 
begin writing,” Pennebaker 
said. “Write about what hap-
pened, how you’re feeling, 
how it’s relating to other is-
sues in your life. Whatever it is, 
you should really focus on your 
deepest thoughts and feelings 
about whatever experiences 
you’re dealing with.”
Turning the experience into 
a story can make it more con-
cise and easier to understand, 
according to Pennebaker.
“It helps just to label it, what 
happened, how you feel,” he 
said. “You don’t need to obsess 
about it anymore.”
Troubling emotions or expe-
riences can be harmful because 
people tend to worry about 
them. This overthinking can 
affect sleep patterns and the 
immune system.
“When you are thinking or 
obsessing about something, 
you can’t sleep as well, you 
can’t pay attention to your en-
vironment as well, you can’t 
pay attention to your friends 
as well, because these thoughts 
and feelings keep overwhelm-
ing you,” Pennebaker said.
Sometimes people avoid 
thinking about these expe-
riences and try to suppress 
them, according to educa-
tional psychology professor 
Stephanie Rude. Ironically, 
this makes them think about 
the issue even more.
“In the long run, [suppres-
sion] can cause problems be-
cause the memory is still there,” 
Rude said. “Sometimes there’s 
a sense of just not understand-
ing why something happened. 
Writing about it can help peo-
ple get different perspectives 
and stop ruminating.”
College students who are 
struggling to face new respon-
sibilities may also benefit from 
talking about what worries 
them, Rude said.
“They’re in a new academic 
environment that’s probably 
more challenging than what 
they’ve experienced before, 
and they’re feeling the pres-
sure of impending adulthood,” 
she said. 
Anthropology sopho-
more Roselia Jaimes said 
college students often worry 
about schoolwork and their 
social lives.
“I have a couple of really 
close friends that I share things 
with,” she said. “I think it defi-
nitely helps with stress and 
mental health overall.”
People who don’t have these 
interactions and are less willing 
to share their emotions to other 
people benefit the most from 
expressive writing, Rude said.
“That made sense to us be-
cause people who are talking 
pretty freely about their strug-
gles with other people are likely 
to get a lot of the same benefits 
as people get from expressive 
writing,” she said.
Although sharing problems 
and expressive writing can help 
with emotionally traumatic 
events, it can also help with 
less serious issues, according 
to Pennebaker.
“Humans are funny,” he said. 
“They stay up late or wake up 
in the middle of the night for all 
sorts of things: ‘Did I study the 
right material? Did I turn off 
the stove?’”
Pennebaker said people 
should try different methods 
until they find a satisfactory 
way of expressing themselves.
“Experiment,” he said. 
“What works for one person 
may not work for another.”
As with all directors who 
had the unenviable tasks of 
remaking classic movies, Jon 
Favreau had to recapture the 
spirit of 1967’s “The Jungle 
Book” without making his 
iteration feel redundant. It’s 
a pleasure to say that he does, 
in fact, succeed by all ac-
counts, tearing through the 
boundaries of computer-gen-
erated effects in a thoughtful, 
magical fairy tale that offers 
spectacle and character in 
equal measure.
It begins with jungle boy 
Mowgli, played by spry, ener-
getic and magnetic newcom-
er Neel Sethi, struggling to fit 
in with his family, a pack of 
wolves. When the monstrous 
tiger Shere Khan (Idris Elba) 
threatens to kill the wolves 
if they do not sacrifice the 
“man-cub,” the panther Ba-
gheera (Ben Kingsley) offers 
to take him to safety in a vil-
lage of his own kind. 
From there, an imagina-
tive, fresh reinvention of 
Mowgli’s adventure proceeds, 
and what a gripping one it is. 
The Indian jungle is a fully re-
alized world filled with joyous, 
colorful wonder and scary, 
dangerous obstacles and vil-
lains. All the animals, from 
the elephants to the mon-
keys, are unbelievably lifelike. 
They feel like they actually 
share the screen with Mowgli, 
their bodies moving with an 
sense of weight. It’s miracu-
lous that the animals never 
look silly when they talk, and 
little quirks or species-specif-
ic flairs added to their speech 
ground the film’s setting 
in reality.
Unsurprisingly, Baloo 
(Bill Murray), the mellow 
bear who teaches Mowgli 
about the finer things in life, 
steals the show. Adorable 
and lovable from start to fin-
ish, Baloo gives “The Jungle 
Book” more emotional di-
mension than any other char-
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RESEARCH
GAMES & TECHNOLOGYFILM
Research confesses telling secrets helps mental health
By Julianne Hodges
@JayHodges2018
The “Dark Souls” series 
has always told a pitiless sto-
ry matched with ruthlessly 
difficult gameplay. “Dark 
Souls 3,” the final entry in the 
series, holds true to this core 
concept by maintaining the 
series’ complex yet reward-
ing combat system.
The previous entries in 
the series have depicted a 
crumbling world stuck in 
a cycle of chaos, but “Dark 
Souls 3” continues to paint 
a similar fantasy world that 
is devastated, beautiful and 
imaginative. Every area is 
full of breathtaking natural 
landscapes and architectural 
marvels dense with minute 
details. The environments 
tell a powerful story of the 
horribly tragic and destruc-
tive history of a failed king-
dom. Encroaching vines, 
dead armies and venomous 
waters all depict a world 
that has imploded on itself 
many times.
This attention to detail 
when crafting the game’s 
many areas is reflective of 
the depth and complex-
ity these landscapes offer. 
Each location is intricate, 
with branching paths, chal-
lenges and secrets filling the 
world. The game’s expansive 
yet tightly packed environ-
ment is built for exploration 
with every corner hiding 
something worthwhile.
Non-player characters 
(NPCs) are more abundant 
compared to previous en-
tries, with the protagonist 
quickly gathering an entou-
rage of followers in the hub 
area of Firelink Shrine. The 
addition of multiple new 
NPCs with expanded roles 
add an extra layer of depth 
to character interactions and 
makes the game’s hub world 
worth revisiting. 
Initially, many of these 
characters seem kind, but as 
the player progresses though 
the game, they will find 
themselves dying off at each 
other’s hands or growing hos-
tile to the player. People who 
take the time to cautiously 
interact with these NPCs 
will be rewarded with lore 
that helps explain the cryp-
tic events that goes on in 
the game. 
Combat remains large-
ly similar to the previous 
two entries, but fighting 
in this game is noticeably 
faster-paced. The first it-
erations generally focused 
on a cautious approach 
to combat, but “Dark 
Souls 3” rewards players 
for aggressive attacks and 
nimble movement.
Executing spells now use 
up focus points, removing 
the previous system of hav-
ing a set limit of casts per 
spell. This makes it more 
forgiving to depend on spells 
as a new reusable item called 
the Ashen Estus refills the 
focus meter allowing the 
player to better allocate their 
spell usage. 
Illustration by Victoria Smith | Daily Texan Staff
By Charles Liu
@CharlieInDaHaus
‘Dark Souls 3’ videogame delivers 
killer conclusion to ‘Souls’ series  
Audiences go ape for the special 
effects in new ‘Jungle Book’ film
By Brian O’Kelly
@midlyusedbrain
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Courtesy of Walt Disney
Mowgli (Neel Sethi) and Baloo (Bill Murray) forget about their 
worries and their strife. 
